
Storage and Handling
 ► Always store Halex Midlevel Flooring Underlayment panels flat on 

runners, spaced evenly at least every 16" on centers, indoors and 
protected from the elements.

 ► Underlayment should be acclimated to job conditions a minimum of 24 
hours prior to installation to avoid expansion and contraction.

Jobsite Preparation and Conditions
 ► Subfloor must be sound and meet minimum building codes. Uneven 

joints, cupped boards, loose boards and other major irregularities must 
be fixed prior to the installation of this product.

 ► The subfloor must be clean and dry, with all debris removed. Do not 
install over strip wood subfloors with boards wider than 3".

Layout
 ► Underlayment should be offset both ends and sides a minimum of 18". 

Use full sheets where possible and lightly butt factory edge to factory 
edge.

Cutting and Fitting
 ► Cut and fit using a jigsaw or circular saw. Scoring before cutting can 

reduce splintering.

 ► Allow 1/8" to 1/4" at walls and other vertical surfaces for expansion. A 
square layout can be best achieved by laying out a minimum of 3 full 
sheets in stair step fashion before securing or fastening.

Securing and Fastening
 ► USe only narrow crowned galvanized staples or ring shank nails. The 

fastener length should not exceed the total thickness of teh subfloor and 
the underlayment. 

 ► If using nails, the nail head should not exceed 1/4" in diameter and 
should be flush with the underlayment surface. Panels should be 
fastened every 2" at the seams, staying back 1/2" from the edge, and 4" 
in the field.

 ► Work diagonally across panels one at a time to fasten to avoid seam 
openings or buckling.

Installing New Floorcovering
 ► Install floorcovering according to  manufacturer’s recommendations.

Patching and Leveling
 ► Sanding may be required if seams are not flush. Where patching is 

required, use only a polymer modified-cement based patch.

 ► Patch must be thoroughly dry and smooth before installing the flooring. 
Be sure to remove any surface markings on panels that are not applied 
by Halex.

WARRANTIES
VeriPly - Limited Lifetime Warranty 

Combi-Ply - Limited Lifetime Warranty 

Penta-Ply - Limited 12-Year Warranty 
 ► The warranty applies to the original buyer of the Halex Underlayment. 

The manufacturer warrants the product when handled and installed 
according to written instructions. The Underlayment will not split, 
crack, warp, buckle, or discolor the flooring for the warranty period 
of the floor following the date of installation. The manufacturer will 
at its option refund the full purchase price of the flooring, adhesive 
and underlayment or cover the reasonable costs of the underlayment, 
flooring materials and labor necessary to repair or replace the flooring.
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The following plywood underlayment 
instructions have been specifically prepared for 
the installation of Halex Plywood Underlayment 
panels. Strict adherence to these instructions and 
the instructions of the vinyl flooring manufacturer 
and adhesive manufacturer will produce a strong, 
sound, level floor that complies with the terms 
of the Halex Lifetime Warranty. When installed 
according to these instructions, Halex plywood 
underlayment panels will not contribute to seam 
telegraphing through the surface of the vinyl 
flooring, or contribute to staining or discoloration 
of vinyl flooring.

Preparing the Subfloor
Before installing Halex plywood underlayment, 
be sure the floor joists and subfloor are 
structurally sound. We recommend a minimum 
5/8" exterior grade plywood subfloor with joist 
spacing not to exceed 16" on center. The floor 
must meet or exceed a L/360 rating. Homes with 
crawl spaces must have a vapor barrier to prevent 
moisture from entering into the joist and sub-
floor. Be sure subfloor is clean and free of debris. 
Any uneven subfloor joints should be sanded so 
the joints are even.

Acclimating the Plywood 
Underlayment
Acclimate the plywood underlayment panels 24 
hours in the area the panels will be installed and 
48 hours in extreme conditions. Separate and 
store panels vertically to allow air passage on 
all sides. Acclimation may not be necessary if 
storage temperature and humidity level is similar 
to the job site conditions.

Laying out the Plywood 
Underlayment
Lay the plywood underlayment panels out 
perpendicular to the floor joist off setting the joist 
at least 12" from the subfloor joints. Do not allow 
four corners to meet at the point. Leave a 1/8" gap 
between all plywood underlayment panels and 
between the panels and the walls. Place factory 
cut edges together and hand cut edges against 
wall. 

Fastening the Underlayment
No thin set is required between the Halex 
plywood underlayment and the subfloor. No 
joint taping is required. Fasten the plywood 
underlayment panels securely to a structurally 
sound, smooth, clean and dry subfloor using: 

• Staples: galvanized or polymer coated 18 
gauge chisel point staples with minimum 1/4" 
crown

• Galvanized ring shank flooring nails: 12 
gauge, minimum 3/16" diameter head

• Galvanized flat head wood screws 

Fasteners should be long enough to penetrate 
through the plywood underlayment and at least 
80-95% of the subfloor, but not protrude through 
the bottom. Fasten one plywood underlayment 
panel at a time, starting from one side and 
working to the other. Do not lack the corners first. 
If using staples or nails, fasten on every fastener 
mark (4” on center in the field and 2" on center 
along all edges. Fasten edges 3/8"-1/2" from the 
edge. Fasteners should be set flush so they do not 
protrude above the plywood underlayment.

Setting Tile
Before setting tile be sure that the plywood 
underlayment surface is clean and free of dirt, 
dust, oily film and foreign matter. Use EGP latex-
portland cement mortar complying with ANSI 
A118.11 to set the tile and use grout complying 
with ANSI A118.6, A118.7 or A118.3.
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